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E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, EWWT, UR, US 

SUB J : MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 

REF: MOSCOW 17837 AND PREVIOUS 
MOSCOW 17822 

1. IN RESPONSE EMBOFF'S PHONE CALL DECEMBER 23, MEL'NIKOV, 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (MFT), INFORMED THAT AS YET NO 
OFFICIAL ANSWER CAN BE PROVIDED ON US PROPOSAL FOR TIME AND 
VENUE MARINE CARGO INSURANCE TALKS. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
US PROPOSAL HAD BEEN CONSIDERED AND ACCEPTED AT DEPUTY 
MINISTERIAL LEVEL AND ALL THAT REMAINED WAS FOR MINISTER 
PATOLICHEV TO APPROVE. THE MINISTER WAS NOW "ON VACATION" 
AND UPON HIS RETURN FINAL ANSWER WOULD BE PROVIDED WHICH 
WOULD INCLUDE TIME AND PLACE OF TALKS AND COMPOSITION OF 
SOVIET DELEGATION. 

2. COMMENT: PATOLICHEV REPORTEDLY SUFFERED A MILD HEART 
ATTACK ON DECEMBER 10 DURING VISIT TO UK AND APPARENTLY 
DID NOT RETURN TO MOSCOW UNTIL DECEMBER 14 OR 15. IT IS 
LIKELY HE IS STILL RESTING AND RECUPERATING. 
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